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DEIDREE Y.M.K. SAKAI 

Attorney at Law 

dsakai@DWKesq.com 

San Francisco 

 

unsaved 

May 9, 2024 

 

VIA EMAIL 
 

Janea Marking 
Chief Business and Operations Officer 
Sacramento City Unified School District 

5735 47th Avenue 
Sacramento, CA 95824 

 
Re: 2024-2026 Agreement for Professional Services 

 
Dear Ms. Marking: 

 

For almost five decades, DWK has provided quality legal advice and wise counsel to California 

school and community college districts.  Our reward in this worthy endeavor is the opportunity 

to be your partner in achieving your core mission to educate and prepare all children and young 

adults to be responsible, mindful citizens in the global marketplace of ideas. 
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AGREEMENT FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 

This Agreement is made and entered into on May 9, 2024, by and between the 

Sacramento City Unified School District, hereinafter referred to as District, and Dannis 

Woliver Kelley, a professional corporation, hereinafter referred to as Attorney. 

In consideration of the promises and the mutual agreements hereinafter contained, 

District and Attorney agree as follows: 

SCOPE OF SERVICES.  District appoints Attorney to represent, advise, and counsel 

it from July 1, 2024, through and including June 30, 2026, and continuing thereafter as 

approved.  Any services performed during the period between the above commencement 

date and the date of governing board action approving this Agreement are hereby ratified 

by said governing board approval. 

Attorney agrees to prepare periodic reviews of relevant court decisions, legislation, 

and other legal issues.  Attorney agrees to keep current and in force at all times a policy 

covering incidents of legal malpractice.  Nothing in this Agreement and nothing in Attorney’s 

statements to District should be construed as a promise or guarantee about the outcome of 

any matter. 

DISTRICT DUTIES.  District shall be truthful with Attorney, cooperate with 

Attorney, keep Attorney informed of developments, ensure access for Attorney to 

communicate with the District’s governing board as appropriate, perform the obligations it 

has agreed to perform under this Agreement and pay Attorney bills in a timely manner. 

FEES AND BILLING PRACTICES.  Except as hereinafter provided, District agrees to 

pay Attorney at the following hourly rates: three hundred ninety-five dollars ($395) to four 

hundred seventy-five dollars ($475) for Shareholder Emeritus; two hundred sixty-five 

dollars ($265) to three hundred ninety-five dollars ($395) for Shareholders and Of Counsel; 

two hundred forty-five dollars ($245) to three hundred fifteen dollars ($315) for Special 

Counsel; one hundred ninety-five dollars ($195) to two hundred seventy-five dollars ($275) 

for Associates; one hundred thirty dollars ($130) to one hundred ninety-five dollars ($195) 

for Law Clerks; and one hundred thirty dollars ($130) to two hundred ten dollars ($210) per 

hour for Paralegals.  Rates for individual attorneys and paralegals may vary within the 

above ranges depending on the level of experience and qualifications and the nature of the 

legal services to be provided with the exception of Greg Dannis whose hourly rate shall be 

$485. 

Agreements for fees for legal services at other than the hourly rates set forth above 

may be made by mutual agreement for special projects, particular scopes of work, or for 

attorneys with specialized skills.  The rates spe
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Westlaw, e-discovery).  District agrees that such actual and necessary expenses may vary 

according to special circumstances necessitated by request of District or emergency 

conditions which occasionally arise.  Such expenses shall be provided at cost unless 

otherwise specified.  Any discount received on such services is passed along to District by 

Attorney. 

District further agrees to pay third parties, indirectly through Attorney, for major 

costs and expenses including, but not limited to, costs of serving pleadings, filing fees and 

other charges assessed by courts and other public agencies, arbitrators' fees, court 

reporters' fees, jury fees, witness fees, investigation expenses, consultants' fees, and expert 

witness fees.  District will reimburse Attorney for such costs or may, upon agreement of 

District and Attorney, advance payment to Attorney for such costs and expenses. 

Occasionally Attorney may provide District officials and/or employees with food or 

meals at Attorney-sponsored trainings or when working with District officials and/or 

employees.  Attorney may provide such food or meals without additional charge in exchange 

for the consideration provided by the District under this Agreement. 

BILLING STATEMENT.  Attorney shall send District a statement for fees and costs 

every calendar month.  Attorney's statements shall clearly state the basis thereof, including 

the amount, rate and basis for calculations or other methods of determination of Attorney's 

fees.  Upon District’s request for additional statement information, Attorney shall provide a 

bill to District no later than ten (10) days following the request.  District is entitled to make 

subsequent requests for bills at intervals of no less than thirty (30) days following the initial 

request.  District shall pay Attorney's statements within thirty (30) days after each 

statement's date. 

ARBITRATION OF FEE DISPUTE.  
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year period, Attorney may destroy such files, including paper or digital copies, unless 

District 

https://www.dwkesq.com/ccpa/
mailto:DataSecurity@dwkesq.com


 
AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 

 

This agreement is by and between Sacramento City Unified School District (“Client”) and the law firm of 

Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP (F3 Law) (“Attorney”). In consideration of the promises and the mutual 

agreements hereinafter contained, Attorney agrees to provide legal services to Client on the terms set forth 

below effective July 1, 2024:  

 

1. CONDITIONS. This Agreement will not take effect, and Attorney will have no obligation to provide 

legal services, until Client returns a signed copy of this Agreement.  

 

2. SCOPE OF SERVICES. Client hires Attorney as its legal representative/counsel with respect to matters 

Client specifically refers to Attorney.  Attorney will provide those legal services reasonably required to 

represent Client.  Attorney will take reasonable steps to keep Client informed of progress and to respond to 

Client’s inquiries. 

 

3. CLIENT’S DUTIES. Client agrees to cooperate with Attorney and to communicate with candor while 

keeping the Attorney apprised of any information or developments which may come to Client’s attention, 

to abide by this Agreement, to pay Attorney’s bills on time and to keep Attorney advised of Client’s address 

and telephone number.  Client will assist Attorney in providing information and documents necessary for 

the representation in the described matter. 

 

4. CONSULTANT SERVICES. Attorney may provide consulting services, which may be referred to as 

Next Level Client Services, in addition to or in support of the legal services provided pursuant to this 

Agreement, through qualified non-attorney consultants, including but not limited to: governance training 

and assistance; communications services; education program planning and implementation; mentoring, 

coaching, and leadership; strategic planning and solutions; and advocacy at the local and state level. 

 

5. EMAIL COMMUNICATIONS/CLOUD-BASED COMPUTING.  Attorney will protect Client data in a 

manner that is compliant with state and federal law. In order to provide Client with efficient and convenient 



 

In office Photocopying No Charge 

Facsimile Charges No Charge 

Postage No Charge 

On-line Legal Research Subscriptions No Charge 

Administrative Overhead  No Charge 

   

(b) Out of town travel.  Client agrees to pay transportation, meals, lodging and all other costs of any 

necessary out-of-town travel by law firm personnel.  Client will also be charged the hourly rates for the 

time legal personnel spend traveling.  

 

(c) Consultants and Investigators.  To aid in the representation in Client’s matter, it may become necessary 

to hire consultants or investigators.  Client agrees to pay such fees and charges.  

 



15. MEDIATION CLAUSE. If a dispute arises out of or relating to any aspect of this Agreement between 

the Client and Attorney, or the breach thereof, and if the dispute cannot be settled through negotiation, 

Attorney and Client agree to use mediation before resorting to arbitration, litigation, or any other dispute 

resolution procedure. 

 

16. EFFECTIVE DATE. This Agreement will govern all legal services performed by Attorney on behalf 

of Client commencing with the date Attorney first performed services.  The date at the beginning of this 

Agreement is for reference only.  Even if this Agreement does not take effect, Client will be obligated to 

pay Attorney the reasonable value of any services Attorney may have performed for Client.  
 

THE PARTIES HAVE READ AND UNDERSTOOD THE FOREGOING TERMS AND AGREE 

TO THEM AS OF THE DATE ATTORNEY FIRST PROVIDED SERVICES.  THE CLIENT 

SHALL RECEIVE A FULLY EXECUTED DUPLICATE OF THIS AGREEMENT.   

 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have signed this Agreement for Legal Services. 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District   Fagen Friedman & Fulfrost LLP 

   

Namita S. Brown  

Type or Print Name  

 
 Name 

  

 



 

PROFESSIONAL RATE SCHEDULE 

 

Sacramento City Unified School District  

July 1, 2024 

 

1. HOURLY PROFESSIONAL RATES 

 

 Client agrees to pay Attorney by the following standard hourly rate: 

 

Associate $295 - $325 per hour 

Partner $360 - $395 per hour 

Senior Partner* $420 per hour 

Senior Counsel/Of-Counsel $375 - $395 per hour 

Paralegal $205 - $290 per hour 

Law Clerk $290 per hour  
Next Level Client Services $180 per hour 

Education Consultant $295 per hour 

Communications Services Consultant $315 per hour 

Communications Services Associate $100 per hour  

Technology Discovery Associate $50 per hour 

 

 *Partners with 25+ years of experience.  
Travel time shall be charged only from the Attorney's nearest office to the destination and shall be 

prorated if the assigned Attorney travels for two or more clients on the same trip. If Client requests 

a specific Attorney, Client agrees to pay for all travel time of that specific Attorney in connection 

with the matter. For matters concerning compliance with state and federal voting rights laws and/or 

related subjects, Client agrees to pay for all travel time of assigned Attorney in connection with 

those matters. 
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AGREEMENT FOR LEGAL SERVICES 
 

THIS AGREEMENT is effective July 1, 2024, between the SACRAMENTO CITY 
UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT (“Client”) and the law firm of LOZANO SMITH, LLP 
(“Attorney”) (each a “Party” and collectively the “Parties”).  Attorney shall provide legal 
services as requested by Client on the following terms and conditions:    
 
1. ENGAGEMENT.  Client hires Attorney on an as-requested basis as its legal counsel with 
respect to matters the Client refers to Attorney.  When Client refers a matter to Attorney, 
Attorney shall confirm availability and ability to perform legal services regarding the matter.  
After Attorney has completed services for the specific matter referred by Client, then no 
continuing attorney-client relationship exists until Client requests further services and Attorney 
accepts a new engagement.  If Attorney undertakes to provide legal services to represent Client 
in such matters, Attorney shall keep Client informed of significant developments and respond to 
Client’s inquiries regarding those matters.  Client understands that Attorney cannot guarantee 
any particular results, including the costs and expenses of representation.  Client agrees to be 
forthcoming with Attorney, to cooperate with Attorney in protecting Client’s interests, to keep 
Attorney fully informed of developments material to Attorney’s representation of client, and to 
abide by this Agreement.  Client is hereby advised of the right to seek independent legal advice 
regarding this Agreement. 
 
2. RATES TO BE CHARGED.  Client agrees to pay Attorney for services rendered based 
on the attached rate schedule.  Agreements for legal fees on other-than-an-hourly basis may be 
made by mutual agreement for special projects (including as set forth in future addenda to this 
Agreement).  
 
3. REIMBURSEMENT.  Client agrees to reimburse Attorney for actual and necessary 
expenses and costs incurred in the course of providing legal services to Client, including but not 
limited to expert, consultant, mediation, arbitration fees and e-discovery service fees.  Attorney 
shall not be required to advance costs on behalf of Client over the amount of $1,000 unless 
otherwise agreed to in writing by Attorney.  Typical expenses advanced for Client, without prior 
authorization, include messenger fees, witness fees, expedited delivery charges, travel expenses, 
court reporter fees and transcript fees.  Client authorizes Attorney to retain experts or consultants 
to perform services. 
 
4. 
on balances that are more than thirty (30) calendar days past due, not to exceed 10% per annum.  
 
5. COMMUNICATIONS BETWEEN ATTORNEY AND CLIENT.  The Parties recognize 
that all legal advice provided by Attorney is protected by the Attorney-Client and Work Product 
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Privileges.  In addition to regular telephone, mail and other common business communication 
methods, Client hereby 
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the Parties in writing.  Either Party may make a written request to the other for 
arbitration.  If made in lieu of mediation, the request must be made within sixty (60) 
calendar days of the action giving rise to the dispute.  If the request for arbitration is 
made following an unsuccessful attempt to mediate the Parties’ disputes, the request must 
be made within ten (10) calendar days of termination of the mediation.  The Parties shall 
make a good faith attempt to select an arbitrator and complete the arbitration within 
ninety (90) calendar days.  If there is no agreement on an arbitrator, the Parties shall use 
the Judicial Arbitration and Mediation Service (JAMS).  The arbitrator’s qualifications 
must meet the criteria set forth above for a mediator, except, in addition, the arbitrator 
shall be an attorney unless otherwise agreed by the Parties.  The arbitrator’s fee shall be 
shared equally by both Parties.  Each Party shall bear its own attorney fees and other 
costs.  The arbitrator shall render a written decision and provide it to both Parties.  The 
arbitrator may award any remedy or relief otherwise available in court and the decision 
shall set forth the reasons for the award.   The arbitrator shall not have any authority to 
amend or modify this agreement.  Any arbitration conducted pursuant to this paragraph 
shall be governed by California Code of Civil Procedure sections 1281, et seq.  By 
signing this Agreement, Client acknowledges that this agreement to arbitrate results in a 
waiver of Client’s right to a court or jury trial for any fee dispute or malpractice claim.  
This also means that Client is giving up Client’s right to discovery and appeal.  If Client 
later refuses to submit to arbitration after agreeing to do so, Client maybe ordered to 
arbitrate pursuant to the provisions of California law.  Client acknowledges that before 
signing this Agreement and agreeing to binding arbitration, Client is entitled, and has 
been given a reasonable opportunity, to seek the advice of independent counsel. 
 
d. Effect of Termination.  The terms of this section shall survive the termination of 
the Agreement. 
 

12. ENTIRE AGREEMENT.  This Agreement with its exhibit supersedes any and all other 
prior or contemporaneous oral or written agreements between the Parties.  Each Party 
acknowledges that no representations, inducements, promises or agreements have been made by 
any person which are not incorporated herein, and that any other agreements shall be void.  
Furthermore, any modification of this Agreement shall only be effective if in writing signed by 
all Parties hereto. 
 
13. SEVERABILITY.   Should any provision of this Agreement be held by a court of 
competent jurisdiction to be invalid, void or unenforceable, but the remainder of the Agreement 
can be enforced without failure of material consideration to any Party, then this Agreement shall 
not be affected and it shall remain in full force and effect, unless amended or modified by mutual 
consent of the Parties; provided, however, that if the invalidity or unenforceability of any 
provision of this Agreement results in a material failure of consideration, then, to the extent 
allowed by law, the Party adversely affected thereby shall have the right in its sole discretion to 
terminate this Agreement upon providing written notice of such termination to the other Party. 
 
14. NON-WAIVER.  None of the provisions of this Agreement shall be considered waived 
by either Party unless such waiver is specified in writing. 
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15. NO THIRD PARTY RIGHTS.  This Agreement shall not create any rights in, or inure to 
the benefit of, any third party. 
 
16. ASSIGNMENT.  The terms of this Agreement may not be assigned to any third party.  
Neither Party may assign any right of recovery under or related to the Agreement to any third 
party. 
 
 
SO AGREED: 
 
 

CLIENT SIGNATURE ATTORNEY SIGNATURE 

SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL 
DISTRICT Lozano Smith, LLP 

BY (Authorized Signature) BY (Authorized Signature) 
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PROFESSIONAL RATE SCHEDULE 
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 

 
1. HOURLY PROFESSIONAL RATES 

 

Client agrees to pay Attorney by the following standard hourly rate*: 
 

Partner** / Senior Counsel / Of Counsel $ 295 - $ 395 per hour 

Associate $ 250 - $ 295 per hour 

Paralegal / Law Clerk $ 185 - $ 225 per hour 

Consultant $ 350 - $ 395 per hour 

* Rates for individual attorneys within each category above vary based upon years of 
experience. Specific rates for each attorney are available upon request. 
** Rates for work performed
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Standard Terms of Engagement for Legal Services 

This statement sets forth the standard terms of engagement for Diepenbrock Elkin Dauer McCandless, a limited liability partnership, as 

your lawyers. Unless modified in writing by mutual agreement, these terms will be an integral part of our agreement to work with you. 

Therefore, we ask that you review this statement carefully and contact us promptly if you have any questions. We suggest that you 

retain this statement in your file. 

The Scope of Our Work 

You should have a clear understanding of the legal services we will provide. Any questions that you have should be dealt with promptly.  

We will at all times act on your behalf to the best of our ability. Any expressions on our part concerning the outcome of your legal 

matters are expressions of our best professional judgment, but are not guarantees. Such opinions are necessarily limited by our 

knowledge of the facts and are based on the state of the law at the time they are expressed. 

Who Will Provide the Legal Services 

Customarily, each client of the firm is served by a principal attorney contact. The principal attorney should be someone in whom you 
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We are often requested to estimate the amount of fees and costs likely to be incurred in connection with a particular matter. Whenever 

possible, we will furnish such an estimate based upon our professional judgment, but always with a clear understanding that i t is not a 

maximum or fixed fee quotation. The ultimate cost frequently is more or less than the amount estimated. 
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account. By law, interest earned on the pooled account is payable to a charitable foundation established by the State Supreme Court. 

Interest earned on a segregated trust account will be added to the deposit for your benefit and will be includable in your taxable income. 

Termination 

You may terminate our representation at any time, with or without cause, by notifying us. If such termination occurs, your papers and 



 

 

 
 
 

 
Eileen M. Diepenbrock 
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Chris Ralston 
Sacramento City Unified School District 
June 14, 2024   
Page 2 
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Fees and Billing 
 
It is our philosophy to provide quality legal services at a reasonable cost.  Our current 
basic billing rates for our legal personnel range from $125 to $500 per hour.  These 
rates are subject to change from time to time, and are generally adjusted effective 
January 1 of each year.  I will be the attorney primarily responsible for this engagement, 
with assistance from my colleagues Jennifer L. Dauer and Nicholas B. Brummel.  My 
current rate is $500 per hour; Ms. Dauer’s current standard rate is $450 per hour; and 
Mr. Brummel’s standard rate is $340 per hour. For this matter, however, we are pleased 
to offer the discounted rate for public entities of $330 per hour for each attorney. To the 
extent we need paralegal assistance for this engagement, their rates will be discounted 
to $125 per hour. All work assignments will be made, where possible, in a way that 
maximizes our legal effectiveness and time efficiency and minimizes your legal 
expenses. 
 
We typically charge our time in minimum units of 0.2 hours, and our billing statements 
will reflect the time spent on a per task basis. In addition to our fees for work performed, 
all outside vendor costs will be the responsibility of SCUSD payment. We will not incur 
costs associated with outside vendors without the approval of SCUSD. We will review 
invoices from outside vendors for accuracy and approval and then provided them to 
SCUSD for payment. If the invoices are in a minimal amount (typically less than 
$500.00), payment may be advanced by our Firm. In that case, they will be carefully 
itemized on SCUSD’s monthly statement from our Firm.   
 
We will provide you with our monthly billing statements for fees and disbursements. If at 
any time you have questions concerning a billing statement, we will be pleased to 
discuss them with you. We also will provide any additional explanation of our work that 
you request. It is essential that you advise us promptly if you do have questions or 
concerns regarding billings so we may resolve them as quickly as possible. Our 
invoices are due upon receipt and we reserve the right, consistent with our ethical 
obligations, to withdraw from this representation should our invoices become 
delinquent. We also waive our normal requirement for an advance deposit for fees and 
the interest that we charge if bills are not paid on a 30 day turnaround.   
 
Advance Deposit  
 
We will waive our normal requirement for an advance fee deposit.  
 
Termination 
 
We look forward to a long and mutually beneficial working relationship with SCUSD. 
However, SCUSD has right to end our services at any time. If that should happen, 





 
 
Chris Ralston 
Sacramento City Unified School District 
June 14, 2024   
Page 4 
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Agreement 
 
Although we have set forth the terms of our representation in the form of a letter, the 
Agreement set forth in this letter, including the enclosed Standard Terms, is a binding 
legal contract.  If the Agreement meets with your approval, please acknowledge receipt 
and agreement with the terms contained in this letter by signing a copy and returning it 
to us. Please keep a copy for your records.  Our receipt of a signed copy of this 
letter is required before we can proceed with any work.  
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have.  Again, we look 
forward to working with SCUSD. 
 
Very truly yours, 
 
DIEPENBROCK ELKIN (f)-8 (or)TJ
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