
SACRAMENTO CITY UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
BOARD OF EDUCATION 

 
                                                                  Agenda Item#__9.2__           

 
 
 
Meeting Date: February 21, 2013 
 
Subject::  District Right-Sizing: Closure of Under-Enrolled School Facilities (Resolution No. 2734) 
 

 Information Item Only 
 Approval on Consent Agenda 
 Conference (for discussion only) 
 Conference/First Reading (Action Anticipated:   )  
 Conference/Action 
 Action 
 Public Hearing 

 
Division:  Superintendent’s Office 
 
Recommendation:  Receive updated information on the Superintendent’s recommendation to “right-size” 
our District by closing our most under-enrolled schools and Approve Resolution No. 2734: Cng  513a1oo 

 
Enrollment for the 2012-13 school year is down approximately 800 students. Preliminary projections for 
2013-14 portend a similar trend. 
 
Under-enrolled schools result in more split-grade classes (i.e., 2

nd and 3rd grade students in the same 
classroom due to insufficient enrollment numbers for individual grade-level instruction), concapping (the 
movement of students to other schools to accommodate class size constraints) and – most importantly - 
fewer resources for students, staffs and families. 
 
At the January 17 Board meeting, the Superintendent recommended the proposed closure of the following 
schools based on the most severely under-enrolled elementary schools:  Fruit Ridge, James W. Marshall, 
Washington, Tahoe, Collis P. Huntington, Susan B. Anthony, Bret Harte, Joseph Bonnheim, Mark Hopkins, 
Clayton B. Wire, and Maple elementary schools. Resolution No. 2734 includes the closure of 10 of these 
schools, with a vote on Tahoe Elementary scheduled for March 7 in order to consider the closure of Mark 
Twain Elementary as a possible alternative.  
 
Additional information at the Board meeting will include a report on updated safety and transportation plans 
for the schools slated for closure as well as amendments to the previous recommendations of receiving 
schools. The determination under CEQA is that the school closures qualify for an exemption under Public 
Resources Code 21080.18 and CEQA Guideline 15314.   
 
Frequently asked questions (FAQs) regarding the recommended school closures are posted at 
http://www.scusd.edu/post/frequently-asked-questions-2.   
 
Closure of these sites would be effective for the 2013-14 school year.   
 
 
 
 



Financial Considerations:  Despite the passage of Proposition 30, the District expects to once again be 
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  NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Sacramento City Unified School District 
Board of Education hereby finds and determines, based on the oral presentations and documents 
submitted to the Board, as follows: 
 

1.  Adopts the foregoing recitals as true and correct and incorporates all determinations and 
findings therein by this reference.  

 
2.  Finds that the School Closures are “categorically exempt” from the provisions of CEQA 

pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.18 and section 15314 of the Guidelines. 
 
3.  Finds that it is in the best interests of the Sacramento City Unified School District, in the 

allocation and use of its educational resources, and the most efficient use of its reduced financial 
resources, to close the school facilities (“School Closures”) as described in Attachment A, 
commencing the 2013-14 school year.   

 
4.  Finds that the transfer recommendations for the students from the schools to be closed as 

described in Attachment A, including all traffic and transportation safety measures recommended by 
the Superintendent, are appropriate and necessary.   

 
5.  Directs the Superintendent to carry out all student transfers to the receiving schools as 

recommended by the Superintendent, including all traffic and transportation safety measures 
recommended by the Superintendent to the Board.   
 
 6.  Further directs the Superintendent to take such further action as necessary to carry out this 
Resolution. 
 

PASSED AND ADOPTED by the Sacramento City Unified School District Board of 
Education on this 21st day of February, 2013, by the following vote: 

 
AYES:  ____ 
NOES:  ____ 
ABSTAIN: ____ 
ABSENT: ____ 

___________________________________ 
Jeff Cuneo 
President of the Board of Education 

ATTESTED TO: 
  
______________________________________ 
Jonathan P. Raymond 
Secretary of the Board of Education 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
J:\wdocs\00736\008\res\00265611.DOC 
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ATTACHMENT A 
TO RESOLUTION NO. 2734 

 
 
 

1. Fruit Ridge Elementary School 
 

2. James W. Marshall Elementary School 
 

3. Washington Elementary School 
 

4. Collis P. Huntington Elementary School 
 

5. Susan B. Anthony Elementary School 
 

6. Bret Harte Elementary School 
 

7. Joseph Bonnheim Elementary School 
 

8. Mark Hopkins Elementary School 
 

9. Clayton B. Wire Elementary School 
 

10. Maple Elementary School 
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Environmental  Screening and CEQA Determination  for  
Sacramento City Unified  School Di �•�–�”�‹�…�–�ï�• 2013  

Proposal s to Close School Sites and Transfer  Students to Designated School Sites 
and Related Actions  

 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The purpose of this report  is to determine the status of the proposed school closures and transfers under the 
California Environmental Quality Act or CEQA.  The CEQA Statutes are  included  in  the  California  Public  
Resources  Code, 
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This trend coupled with the decline in local tax revenues due to the recession and stagnation of housing 
values, and cutbacks in State funding, have created severe budget challenges.   Among these challenges is the 
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Program, it is proposed that approximately 6 portables be added to this site.  Applications from current 
Susan B. Anthony Elementary School students to attend other schools will be given priority during the 
district’s Open Enrollment period.   (See Figure 10). 

 

Rosemont Area 

10. James Marshall Elementary School .  Close facility and divide attendance area between A.M. Winn, 
Sequoia and Golden Empire Elementary Schools.  Students living to the west of Mayhew Road and north 
of Rosemont Drive would be assigned to Sequoia Elementary School; families to the east of Mayhew 
Road and generally north of Mirandy Drive would be assigned to A. M. Winn Elementary School.   
Transportation will be added for displaced students from James Marshall Elementary School who must 
cross Bradshaw Road to get to A.M. Winn Elementary School.    Students living south of Mirandy Drive 
would be assigned to Golden Empire Elementary School.   James Marshall Elementary School students 
assigned to Golden Empire Elementary School would also be offered transportation.  In consultation 
with Sacramento County Department of Transportation, crossing guards or walking attendants will be 
made available if necessary.  Applications from current James Marshall Elementary School students to 
attend other schools will be given priority during the district’s Open Enrollment period.  These schools 
are located in the Rancho Cordova/Rosemont area of the school District.   (See Figure 11). 

 
All of the affected school sites have experienced some decline in enrollment relative to capacity and historic 
enrollment patterns.  A chart of the enrollment levels over the last 16 years schools is shown in the 
Appendices. 

Transportation Actions  

Part of the proposed project is the allocation of funding to support transportation ( bus, van service or 
equivalent service), walking attendants or cross guards to ensure safe passage of students to and from their 
school sites in specific instances where safety is a concern.    The recommended actions included as part of 
this project are: 
 
Busing or Transportation Services for Displaced Students.  
 
Washington Elementary School Students.   Current students will be offered transportation 
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Collis P. Huntington Elementary School Students Assigned to H. W. Harkness School and Hollywood 
Park Elementary Schools.    Current students will be offered transportation to H. W. Harkness Elementary 
School to address safety issues of 24th Street and 47th Avenues.  Similarly, transportation will be offered to 
current students assigned to Hollywood Park Elementary School to address safety issues of crossing 
Fruitridge Road. 
 
Susan B. Anthony Elementary School  Students Assigned to Edward Kemble and Cesar Chavez 
Elementary Schools .  Current students will be offered transportation  to Edward Kemble and Cesar Chavez 
Elementary Schools to ensure safe crossing of Meadowview Road.   
 
James Marshall 



6 

  
Sacramento City 



  
Sacramento City Unified School District  
2013 School Closure and Student Transfer Actions -- CEQA Initial Study  

 
 

 

 
TABLE 1: CHANGES IN ENROLLMENT COMPARED TO CAPACITY AS A RESULT OF THE PROPOSED ACTIONS 

 
 
 

School 
Proposed  
 to Be Closed 

2012 -2013  
Enrollment  

Receiving Schools 
 

2012 -2013  
Enrollment  

Total  



  
Sacramento City Unified School District  
2013 
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II. AGRICULTURAL AND FORESTRY RESOURCES  

Would the project: 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

No Impact 

a) Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or 
Farmland of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as 
shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California 
Resources Agency, to non- agricultural use? 
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TABLE 1: CALIFORNIA FARMLAND MONITORING AND MAPPING PROGRAM DESIGNATIONS 

 
 

P Prime Farmland: Land which has the best combination of 

physical and chemical characteristics for the production of 

crops. It has the soil quality, growing season, and moisture 

supply needed to produce sustained high yields of crops 

when treated and managed, including water management, 

according to 

current farming methods. Prime farmlands must have been 

in production of irrigated crops at some time during the 

update cycles prior to the mapping date. 

 
S Farmland of Statewide Importance: Farmland of State

i
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II  b)  Agricultural  Zoning  and the Williamson  Act 
 
There are no Williamson Act contracts located in the vicinity of the affected school sites (Figure 2, 
Williamson Act Contract of the County of Sacramento General Plan Agricultural Element, adopted as 
amended November 9, 2011).   Additionally, none of the affected sites are designated by zoning or the 
General Plans of the City of Sacramento, the County of Sacramento or City of Rancho Cordova for 
agriculture. Therefore, the project wil l have no impact related to conversion of lands designated under 
the Will iamson Act or zoned for agriculture. 
 
II  c) Conflict with Farmland  or Forestry Zoning  
 
None of the school sites are located on or adjacent to active farmlands or any lands designated  for  
agriculture  on  the  General  Plan  or  by  zoning.   The proposed actions will  not convert any existing 
cultivated farmlands to other uses. Therefore, the project has no impact and wil l not cause the conversion 
of farmlands. 
 
II  d)  Result in Conversion of Forest Lands to Other Uses  
 
None of the affected school sites are located on or adjacent to forest land (as defined in Public Resources 
Code section 12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or timberland 
zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code section 51104(g)).   Therefore, the project 
will not result in the conversion of forest lands to other uses.    
 
II e)  Other Environmental Impacts to Agricultural Lands or Forestry Lands  
 
The proposed project is not located in the vicinity of either farmlands or forestry lands and as such no 
other impacts to such lands are expected from the project. 
 
CONCLUSION.  
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Particulates  
 

Airborne dust contains fine particulate matter (PM10 and PM 2.5) includes a wide range of solid or 
liquid particles, such as smoke, dust, aerosols and metallic oxides. PM10 (particles with aerodynamic 
diameters less than 10 microns) can remain in the atmosphere for up to seven days before it is removed 
from rainout, washout, and gravitational settling.  The level of fine particulate matter in the air is a 
public health concern because PM10 can bypass the body’s natural filtration system more easily than 
larger particles, and can lodge deep in the lungs. The health effects vary depending on a variety of 
factors, including the type and size of particles. Research has demonstrated a correlation between high 
PM10 concentrations and increased mortality rates. Elevated PM10 concentrations can also aggravate 
chronic respiratory illnesses such as bronchitis and asthma. 
 
Carbon Monoxide  (CO) 

 
CO is an odorless, colorless gas that is formed by the incomplete combustion of fuels. Mcae



19 

  
Sacramento City Unified School District  
2013 School Closure and Student Transfer 
Actions -- CEQA Initial Study  

 
 

 

STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 

In accordance with the Sacramento Metropolitan Air Quality Management District (SMAQMD) CEQA 
Guide December 2009, a project is considered to have a significant air quality impact if any of 
the following quantitative conditions occur: 
 

�x Ozone: The project will  increase nitrogen oxide levels above 85 pounds per day for short term 
construction effects.  The project increases either ozone precursors, nitrogen oxides (NOx) or 
reactive organic gases (ROG) above 65 pounds per day for long-term effects (operation of the 
project). 

�x Particulate Matter (PM10): The project emits pollutants at a level equal to, or greater than 
five percent of the CAAGS (50 micrograms/cubic meter for 24 hours) if there is an existing or 
projected violation.  However, if a project is below the ROG and NOx thresholds, it  is 
assumed that the project is below the PM 10 thresholds as well . 

�x Carbon Monoxide (CO):  The project results in CO concentrations that exceed the 1-hour 
State ambient air quality standard of 20.0 parts per million  (ppm) or the 8 hour State 
ambient standard of 9.0 ppm. 

 
The SMAQMD CEQA Guide December 2009 includes both operational and construction period screening 
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III.  c) Cumulative  Air Qua
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spring vetch, common knotweed, prickly lettuce, red clover, shepherd’s purse and bull  thistle. Native 
species observed included fiddleneck, fireweed, horseweed, miniature  lupine, and toad-rush.  Although 
not as ecologically diverse as other habitat types, many wildlife species use ruderal communities for all or 
part of their life cycle. Mammals typically found in these communities include Botta’s pocket gopher, 
California vole, black-tailed hare, Cali fornia ground squirrel, and western harvest mouse. These rodent 
populations provide prey for mammalian predators, such as coyote, and avian predators such as American 
kestrel, red-tailed hawk, barn owl, and great horned owl. Additional species found in this habitat type 
include killdeer, American crow, mourning dove, savannah sparrow, western meadowlark, gopher snake 
and striped skunk. 
 
Sensitive  Biol ogical  Resource  Areas.    There are no sensitive biological communities on or 
immediately adjacent to any of the affected school sites which would be affected by the proposed projects.  
All school sites are in existing developed suburban areas and all sites are developed as school sites.   
 
STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 
 
The  impact  of  the  project  on  biological  resources  was  evaluated  in  terms  of mandatory findings of 
significance at Section 15065 of CEQA and Appendix G of the State CEQA Guidelines.  Impacts on 
biological resources are considered significant if the proposed project would: 
�x create a potential health hazard, or involve the use, production or disposal of materials that 

pose a hazard to plant or animal populations in the affected area; 
�x result in substantial degradation of the quality of the environment or reduction of habitat  or  

population  below  self-sustaining  levels  of  threatened  or endangered species of plant or 
animal; or 

�x affect  other  species  of  special  concern  to  agencies  or  natural  resource organizations (such 
as regulatory waters and wetlands); or 

 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDINGS  
 
IV a)  Special-Status Species 
 
Special-status species are plants and animals that, because of their  recognized rari ty or vulnerabili ty to 
vari ous causes of habitat loss or population decline, are recognized in some fashion by federal, state, or 
other agencies as deserving special consideration.  The City of Sacramento General Plan Master 
Environmental Impact Report (MEIR, March 2009) and the County of Sacramento General Plan (2011) 
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IV c) Jurisdictional  Waters  and Wetlands  
 
All of the affected school sites are located in developed and urbanized areas and none of the sites are 
within or adjacent to wetland areas identified in the City of Sacramento 2030 General Plan Master EIR, the 
County of Sacramento General Plan (2011) or the City of Rancho Cordova General Plan.   Since the school 
sites are existing developed sites which are not located on or within known jurisdictional waters or 
wetlands, the project is judged to have no impact. 
 
IV. d)  Native  Resident  or  Migratory  Fish or  Nursery  Sites 
 
Fisheries are by nature located in and along waterways.  None of the affected school sites is located on or 
immediately adjacent to a waterway with resident or migratory fish or nursery sites.  No impact. 
 
IV. e)   Conflict  with any local  policies  or  ordinances  protecting  biological  resources, such 
as a tree  preservation  poli cy or  ordinance  
 
The proposed project would not conflict with any local policies protecting biological resources.   
According to  
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V. CULTURAL RESOURCES 
Would the project: 

Potentially 
Significant 
Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact 
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unlikely that a village would be found, it is possible a small resource such as a temporary 
campsite or special use site could exist. 

 
Similarly, the County of Sacramento’s General Plan includes a cultural resources sensitivity map 
(Sacramento County General Plan, Figure 12) which similarly shows that river and creek corridors 
having greater sensitivity than other areas.   
 
Historic Resources and Landmarks  
 
Recognized historic resources are those listed on the Federal Register or identified by State or local 
registers.  The City of Sacramento publishes the Sacramento Register of Historic & Cultural Resources 
(December 2011) which includes a listing of local, State and National designated historic resources.  
The majority of historic districts are located in the older sections of the community.  Two schools 
proposed to be closed are located within or adjacent to historic districts.  These are Washington School 
which is located in the Washington School Historic District and William Land School which is located 
adjacent to but outside the Southside Historic District. Neither of these schools are listed as 
contributing resources to the district or otherwise individually listed.   For example, Washington School 
which is proposed to be closed, was originally constructed in 1916, but was demolished and replaced 
since the original building did not meet safety standards.  As a result, a new school was constructed in 
1976.  In consultation with the City of Sacramento’s Preservation Officer, this school is not a 
contributing historic resource to the District and as such closure of the school would not result in a 
significant physical change to the District.   William Land School is located outside of the Southside 
District.   Similar to Washington School, the original William Land School structure was replaced in 
1976 to address safety concerns.    None of the other schools are located within or immediately 
adjacent to any historic districts.  Additionally, none of the affected school sites are designated on a 
local, state or the federal register as a historically significant site.   
 
Thresholds of Significance  
 
The California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines Appendix G identifies examples of a 
significant effect on historic or cultural resources and states that a project will normally have a 
significant effect if it will:  
 

�x Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource as defined in 
Section 15064.5. 

�x Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource pursuant 
to Section 15064.5. 

�x Directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique geologic 
feature. 

�x Disturb any human remains, including those interred outside of formal cemeteries. 
 
Section 15064.5 defines a significant adverse effect to include any activity which would:  (1) Create a 
substantially adverse change in the significance of an historical resource including physical demolition, 
destruction, relocation, or alteration of the resource or its immediate surroundings such that the 
significance of an historical resource would be materially impaired; and/or (2) alter or materially 
impair the significance of a historical resource. 
 
ASSESSMENT AND FINDINGS 
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is anticipated. 
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VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS 
Would the project: 

Potentialle

o

P

ot
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Earthquake Faults and Seismicity . 
 

There are no known faults within  the greater Sacramento region. Faults located closest to the urbanized 
area of Sacramento are the Bear Mountain and New Melones faults to the east, and the Midland Fault to 
the west. The Bear Mountains fault is the westerly-most fault within the Foothil ls fault zone, which 
consists of numerous n
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VIII. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS  
Woul
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Depending on the nature of contamination, the lead agency responsible for the regulation of hazardous 
materials at the site can be the DTSC, CVRWQCB, or both. DTSC evaluates contaminated sites to ascertain 
risks to human health and the environment.  Sites can be ranked by DTSC or referred for evaluation by 
the CVRWQCB.  In general, contamination affecting soil and groundwater is handled by CVRWQCB and 
contamination of soils is handled by DTSC. 

 
STANDARDS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
For the purposes of this document, an impact is considered significant if the proposed project 
would: 

 
• Expose people (e.g., residents, pedestrians, construction workers)  to existing contaminated soil 

during construction activities; 
 
• Expose people (e.g., residents, pedestrians, construction workers)  to asbestos- containing 

materials; or 
 

• Expose people (e.g., residents, pedestrians, construction workers)  to existing contaminated 
groundwater during dewatering activities. 

 
• Create  sub
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of Executive Airport and based on the CLUP.   Schools are considered a compatible use within the 
“overflight” zone    
 
Schools within the MACLUP are A.M. Winn and James Marshall Elementary schools.   These schools are 
located in the “overflight” zone of Mather Airport and based on the CLUP such uses are considered 
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IX. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY Would 
the project: 

 
 

Potentially 
Signi
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focused on preventing either the introduct i
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are also within the 100 year flood plain are designated Zone X or Shaded Zone X on the City of Sacramento 
Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM).  These zones are protected by levees or other flood control 
improvements. These zones are defined by FEMA as follows: 
 

“Zones X and Shaded X correspond to areas of minimal and moderate flood hazard, 
respectively, both outside the 1-percent annual chance floodplain, 1-percent annual chance 
sheet flow flooding where average depths are less than 1 foot, 1-percent annual chance 
stream flooding where the contributing  drainage area is less than 1 square mile, or areas 
protected from the 1-percent annual chance flood by levees. No Base Flood Elevations or 
depths are calcul

i
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X. LAND USE AND PLANNING  
Would the project: 

 
Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

 
Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No 

Impact 

 
a) Physically divide an established community? 

   
X 

 
b) Conflict with any applicable land use plan, policy, regulation of 

an agency with jurisdiction over the project (including, but not 
limited to the general plan, specific plan, local coa
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XII. NOISE 
Would the project result  in: 

Potentially 
Significant 

Impact 

Less than 
Significant 

Impact 

 
No Impact 

 
a) Exposure of persons to or generation of noise levels in excess of 

standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance, or 
applicable standards of other agencies? 

   
 
 

X 

 
b) Exposure of persons to or generation of excessive groundborne 

vibration or groundborne noise levels? 

   
 

X 

 
c) A substantial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 

project vicinity above levels existing without the project? 

   
 

X 

 
d) A substantial temporary or periodic increase in ambient noise leve
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TABLE 6:  APPLICABLE NOISE COMPATIBILITY STANDARDS 

Noise Element 
Standards/  
By Type of Noise 

County of Sacramento 
General Plan Noise 
Element  

City of Rancho Cordoba 
General Plan Noise 
Element  

City of Sacramento 
General Plan Noise 
Element  

Transportation 
Noise Exposure for 
School Sites 
(Roadways and 
Railroads) 

Outdoor 65 Ldn 
Interior  40 Ldn 
Applicable to New Uses Only 

Outdoor:  None 
Interior:  45 CNEL, Ldn or 
dB 

Maximum 70 CNEL 

Airport Noise 
Exposure Standards 
for School Sites 

60-65 CNEL acceptable 
65-70 CNEL acceptable if 
interior  level is 45 dB. 
Above 70 CNEL is 
unacceptable. 
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Elder Creek Elementary School.  Major transportation noise sources in the vicinity of this site include:  Power 
Inn Road and Lemon Hill Road.   The Noise Contours prepared for the City of Sacramento 2030 General Plan 
show that this falls outside the 60 CNEL contour for all noise transportation noise sources.  Therefore, this site 
has and will continue to be in an area where the CNEL is 60 dB or less and which is consistent with the City of 
Sacramento’s Noise Element requirement that school sites be located in areas which are not subjected to 
transportation noise in excess of 70 CNEL.      
 
Father K.B. Kenny Elementary School.  Major transportation noise sources which might affect this site include 
noise from the following streets Broadway, Martin Luther King, Jr. Boulevard, and 12th/14th Avenue.  The 
Noise Contours prepared for the City of Sacramento 2030 General Plan show that this site is outside the 60 
CNEL contour for noise from these streets.   The site is located with easy access to State Highway 99 and 
Highway 50 but is located outside of the 60 CNEL contour for this site.  Therefore, this site has and will 
continue to be in an area where the CNEL is 60 dB or less and which is consistent with the City of Sacramento’s 
Noise Element requirement that school sites be located in areas which are not subjected to transportation 
noise in excess of 70dB.      
 
Oak Ridge Elementary School.   Major transportation noise sources in the vicinity of this site include:  Martin 
Luther King Boulevard and Highway 99.   The Noise Contours prepared for the City of Sacramento 2030 
General Plan show that this site falls outside the 60 CNEL contour for all noise transportation noise sources.  
Therefore, this site has and will continue to be in an area where the CNEL is 60 dB or less and which is 
consistent with the City of Sacramento’s Noise Element requirement that school sites be located in areas 
which are not subjected to transportation noise in excess of 70 CNEL.      
 
Peter Burnett Elementary School.   Major transportation noise sources in the vicinity of this site include:  
Stockton Boulevard and Fruitridge Road.  The Noise Contours prepared for the City of Sacramento 2030 
General Plan show that this site falls outside the 60 CNEL contour for all noise transportation noise sources.  
Therefore, this site has and will continue to be in an area where the CNEL is 60 dB or less and which is 
consistent with the City of Sacramento’s Noise Element requirement that school sites be located in areas 
which are not subjected to transportation noise in excess of 70 CNEL.      
 
William Land Elementary School
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XII. e and f.  Exposure to Noise from Aircraft   
 
Six of the affected school sites are located within the Community Land Use Plan area of an airport.   Four 
schools, C.P. Huntington Elementary School (proposed for closure), H.W. Harkness Elementary, Hollywood 
Park Elementary and a portion of John Bidwell Elementary are located within the Community Land Use Plan 
(CLUP) area of Executive Airport.   The Executive Airport Community Land Use Plan (CLUP), Land Use 
Compatibility Guidelines state that schools are an acceptable use without condition in areas which experience 
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XIII. POPULATION AND HOUSING 
 
 

Would the project: 

 
 

Potentially 

Significant 

Impact 

 
 

Less than 

Significant 

Impact 

 
 
 
 
 

No Impact 

a) Induce substantial populati
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XV. TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC  
 
Would the project: 
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�x Collis .P. Huntington Elementary School Students.   Students from Collis P. Huntington Elementary 
School will be assigned to Hollywood Park and H. W. Harkness Elementary Schools.   
Transportation will be provided to current students to reduce the likelihood of students traveling 
along or across Fruitridge Road, 24th Street and 47th Avenue, all of which are busy arterials or 
major collector streets.  
 

�x Fruit  Ridge Elementary School Students.   Current students will be assigned to Oak Ridge 
Elementary School and will be offered transportation for student safety and to alleviate 
congestion along Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard during pick up and drop off times.  
 

�x James Marshall Elementary School Students assigned to A.M. Winn and Golden Empire Elementary 
Schools.  Current students will be transported due to the distance between schools and major 
arterials such as Bradshaw Road and Keifer Boulevard.  
 

�x Joseph Bonnheim Elementary School Students assigned to Peter Burnett Elementary School.  
Transportation will be provided for current students due to the distance between the schools and 
major arterials such as Fruitridge Road and 65th Expressway between schools.  
 

�x Susan B. Anthony Elementary School Students assigned to Edward Kemble and Cesar Chavez 
Elementary Schools.  Transportation will be provided for current students due to the distance 



57 

  
Sacramento City Unified School District  
2013 School Closure and Student Transfer 
Actions -- CEQA Initial Study  

 
 

 

schools functioned at their planned enrollment capacity or at historic levels of high enrollm ent.  School 
enrollment fluctuates and District enrollment records indicate that most of the schools to receive 
transfer students have in the past experienced enrollment levels at or in excess of that which will 
result from the transfer.    Traffic conditions therefore, would be similar to 
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XIV. UTILITIES AND PUBLIC SERVICES 

 
 
 
Would the Project? 
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XV. RECREATION 

Issues: 

 
 
 
Potentially 

Significant 

Impact 
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XVI. MANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

 
Potentially 
Significant Impact 

 
Less than 
Significant 
Impact 

 
No Impact 

 
a) Does the project have the potential to degrade the quality of 
the environment, substantially reduce the habitat of a fish or 
wildlife species, cause a fish or wildlife population to drop below 
self-sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal 
community, reduce the number or restrict the range of a rare or 
endangered plant or animal or eliminate important examples of 
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Agricultural and Fore stry Resources.   The proposed project in conjunction with other related school 
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Determination  
 

An Initial Study has been prepared covering the ten proposed school closures and related actions.   Based 
on these studies and this cumulative analysis, the proposed projects will not individually or cumulatively 
result in significant environmental impacts.  As such, it is determined that the projects both individually 
and cumulative qualify for an exemption from further analysis of CEQA under California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) Statutes § 21080.18 and the State CEQA Guideline §15314.  
 
Section 15314 of the State CEQA Guidelines provides that minor additions to schools are an exempt class 
of activities.   Specifically this section states:  “Class 14 consists of minor additions to existing schools 
within existing school grounds where the addition does not increase original student capacity by more 
than 25% or ten classrooms, whichever is less. The addition of portable classrooms is included in this 
exemption.”   In addition, Section 15282 of the CEQA Guidelines provides a statutory exemption for “the 
closing of any public school or the transfer of students from that public school to another school in which 
kindergarten or any grades 1 through 12 is maintained” if the only physical changes involved are 
categorically exempt under Chapter 3 (commencing with Section 15000) of Division 6 of Title 14 of the 
California Administrative Code.    
 
All ten of the proposed school closures and transfers of students meet the criteria for a statutory 
exemption and also meet the criteria for a Class 14 of the categorical exemption.   None of the closures 
would increase student population by 25% or 10 classrooms at any receiving school site.  As such, the 
proposed projects are exempt unless the projects meet any of the following exceptions to  are empt f0 1 237.5-32(t10(pt f0 1 237.5-32(t1m30003>-271<008B0088>-8<0003>-273<(n)4(vir)-8(o)-54(a)-5( ) )-79(isTJ
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to scenic resources, including but not limited to, trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar
resources, within a highway officially designated as a state scenic highway. This does not apply to
improvements which are required as mitigation by an adopted negative declaration or certified EIR.

Determination. Initial Studies have been prepared for affected school sites which determined that none of
the projects would individually or cumulatively damage to scenic resources, including but not limited to,
trees, historic buildings, rock outcroppings, or similar resources, within a highway officially designated as
a state scenic highway. All affected school sites are located in existing developed areas. No trees would
be removed, none of the school sites are l isted historic buildings and none of the sites are located on or
near a designated scenic highway.

(eJ Hazardous Waste Sites. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project located on a site which
is included on any l ist compiled pursuant to Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

Determinotion. None of the affected school sites are located on lands included on any list compiled by
Section 65962.5 of the Government Code.

(0 Historical Resources. A categorical exemption shall not be used for a project which may cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance ofa historical resource.

Determination. None 
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